Autobiography Yanwar Pribadi


I was born in Sukabumi, West Java, Indonesia on 22 January 1978. I grew up in Bekasi, a suburb of Jakarta, where I spent most of my studies, from kindergarten until high school. I was raised in the ordinary Indonesian culture. Not until 1998 did I know my basic culture, the Sundanese culture.  Until that time, I had never lived in the Sundanese culture. When  I lived in Bandung, I knew that I was a Sundanese and I started to live in the  Sundanese culture. It was very gratifying for me to  finally find my own lost culture.


It was in 1996 when I began to live alone, separated from my family. I had a chance to study at the Bogor Institute of Agriculture (IPB), an outstanding agriculture institute in Indonesia. However, I realized that agriculture was not my discipline. After fighting with my own complicated mind, I decided to change my field of study. I entered the  field of history in Padjadjaran University Bandung as my next destination. I am fond of Sartono Kartodirdjo, a marvellous professor of history at Gadjah Mada University, Yogyakarta and I was very fascinated to become a historian due to his thoughts about the structural approach in history  and my desire to explore human beings in the past. I was very happy there. In 1999, together with my classmates, I established a bi-weekly bulletin “Situs”, focusing on the education, social, and cultural side of life from  a student’s simple point-of-view, and became the first chief of the bulletin until 2001. I was also involved in the founding of “Jelajah”, a bi-weekly bulletin in the faculty of letters, Padjadjaran University.


I started to build my career once I had graduated from Padjadjaran University in 2003. Nevertheless, not only did I have problems getting the right job, but I also started to be lost in thought. It was  in 2004 that I finally got the right career as a participant employee in the State Institute of Islamic Studies “Sultan Maulana Hasanuddin” Banten in Serang, Banten. I began to write for several periodicals, such as academic journals and newspapers. Moreover, I was actively involved in the establishment of Mazhab Ciceri, a discussion group focusing on  social and religious concerns in Indonesia, especially in Banten, together with my colleagues in Serang, Banten.  . 

At this moment, I am a student of Islamic Studies, at Leiden University, the Netherlands. My main reason for studying at Leiden University is due to my belief that culture, democracy and development in the Netherlands are very interesting. In the future, the knowledge and experience which I obtain in the Netherlands will be very valuable for my university in Indonesia. I  also expect  to extend my knowledge and experience in Banten, considering Banten is one of the historic regions in Indonesia which has not been examined sufficiently and requires many researchers who have an interest in researching historical issues and local wisdom which are not yet well-known.
