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I was born in Madura on 22nd July, 1982. Madura is a small island where the people are well-known for their Islamic piety . I grew up in a strong Islamic environment. I have studied Islam since I was 6 years old.  I spent my basic education at   home. When I was 16, my parents sent me to study in Pesantren Tebuireng  (Islamic Boarding school) for 3 years. The pesantren I studied in was famous in Indonesia, because it was founded by Hadratus Shaikh Hasyim ‘Asy’ari, the founding father of Nahdlatul Ulama (NU) which is the biggest Islamic Organization in Indonesia. I studied the fundamental subjects of Islam at boarding school. However, all the subjects are only related to Shafi’I School, so most of the books were in line with shafi’I school and also the teachers and Kyai (Indonesian Ulama) were experts in shafi’I thoughts. One of the characteristics of Tebuireng is the study of Hadith, for Hasyim Asy’ari has earned his reputation in Hadith. At that time, I was not really informed about sects or schools in Islam.

At the age of 19, I continued my study at the State Islamic University (UIN) Jakarta, located in the capital city of Indonesia, Jakarta. In this university I experienced many things that I did not get from my former education. Various schools and aspects of Islam were taught here. I took “Comparative Law”   and was able to compare the Islamic laws and with the conventional laws existing in my country. My professors in this university really encouraged me to study more about various aspects and schools of Islam in order to get a fair understanding of Islam (they were rather liberal) My friends and I also   took  part in some study clubs, and  NGOs on peace and religion. I studied at UIN for 5 years. 

During my study at UIN Jakarta (3rd semester), I  registered at the  High Institute For Hadith Sciences ,HIHS (BA level). In this institute, I studied hadith under Prof. Ali Mustafa Ya’qub for 4 years; he was both an expert in hadith sciences and rather traditional. One of my objectives at this institute was to support my study in Comparative Law at UIN .

It is definitely problematic: on the one hand I studied with “some liberal professors” at UIN, on the other hand with the “traditional and fundamental” professor at HIHS. Their views on Islam contradict one another, leading to my confusion and raising the  question “How should Islamic Law be”? – at least as far as I am concerned. I focused my study on the authenticity of Islamic law. By knowing it, I can understand whether Islam should be fundamentally, or moderately, or even liberally practised. If the answers can be found , I am sure they will be useful for Indonesian Islam at least for the next generation. I realize that my knowledge of Islam and its aspects is still poor, I am strongly motivated to study different views of Islam. 

In my opinion, to know what the others think about Islam is the only way to understand Islam properly and fairly. I try to study various aspects of Islam in order to know the real Islam, because I do not like the extremists. I want Islam to be moderate, so we can live peacefully together with other faiths. I do love peace!.

