Lina Kushidayati

Autobiography  


I am the youngest child in a family which consists of six people; my mother, my father, my two older sisters, my older brother and me. When I was born on July 3rd 1980, my father gave me the  name Lina Kushidayati which means   “guidance for us”. According to my father, he wanted me to be a daughter who could guide the whole family to   goodness and I think this is a hard name for me.

My family lives in a small village called Hadiluwih in the district (Kecamatan) of Sumberlawang in the Sragen regency province Jawa Tengah (Central Java). I grew up in that village and finished my kindergarten and elementary school  there. I spent two years in an Islamic kindergarten and continued my study in Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Negeri (Islamic elementary school) for 6 years. In that madrasah I studied both Islamic science and other sciences. 

After graduating from that madrasah  in 1992, I continued my study in Madrasah Tsanawiyyah Negeri (Islamic junior high school) outside my village, but in the same district, because there is no junior high school in my village. Most of my friends in my village were studying there and we studied Islamic teaching together with other sciences. The madrasah is about 3 kilometers from my home and my friends and I rode our bicycles together. I still remember six days a week there was a parade of bicycles in the morning and in the afternoon. Since most of the junior high school students were riding all together at the same time, the parade was very long.

Instead of continuing my study to Madrasah Aliyyah (Islamic senior high school), I decided to study in general senior high school (Sekolah Menengah Umum/ SMU) after graduating from junior high school in 1995. This differed from my previous study, as I only got 2 hours of Islamic teaching in this senior high school. However, after I graduated in 1998 , I preferred to study Islamic teaching rather than any other subject.

Fortunately, in 2000, I was admitted as a student to the State Islamic College in Surakarta, about 30 kilometers from my house, and I had a chance to study Islamic Law. For me, this is the most interesting subject related to Islamic teaching. I finished my study in around 4 years and my graduation date was 7 July 2004  - 3 days after my birthday.

A year after graduating from the college, I was accepted as a graduate student in the Centre for Religious and Cross-Cultural Studies, Gadjah Mada University Yogyakarta. It was in my third semester that I joined  an upgrading program for Islamic studies alumni for 6 months in Malang, East Java,  from September 2006-February 2007. However, in December 2006, I had to stay in Jakarta in order to take part in the English course for the candidates training for the  Young Leaders Program for Indonesian Muslims. Since I was admitted as one of the students in Islamic Studies, Leiden University, I had to leave Gadjah Mada University. I was very grateful that my lecturers allowed me to go and continue my study after finishing my program at Leiden University.

Studying in Leiden has been my dream since I was in  college. I have heard from many people that Leiden University has many resources for Islamic Studies, especially about Islam in Indonesia. Hopefully I can finish my study here in 18 months; otherwise I will have to pay for the rest of my study period myself. If that happens, I can’t imagine how I’ll afford it as I have no job in Leiden! Is there anyone out there who’d like to support me?

