AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF IMRON ROSIDI

By: Imron Rosidi

My name is Imron Rosidi, I am called Imron for short and I was born in Pulau Kijang, Reteh, Inhil, Riau on November 18, 1981. I am the tenth son of Hajj Ihsan, an outstanding figure in the “ Parit 7 “ village.
 I studied and completed the Qur’an with two teachers, one is a kiyai 
Imam Muhani and the other is his father. From the ages of six to age twelve, I studied the Qur’an with my father. I was educated by my father with a ‘hard’ method. Sometimes if I could not read the Qur’an well, my father grew angry and raised his hand to me. From the ages of twelve to sixteen, I completed the Qur’an with kiyai Imam Muhani. I could read the Qur’an fluently-with makhraj and tajwid- from this ulama.   However, I did not understand the text because my teachers just taught me the method of reading, and not how   to understand the Qur’an.

I usually studied the Qur’an from 6.00 p.m to 7.30 p.m. Then I studied other Islamic subjects, such as fiqh, hadist and Islamic history, from 7.30 p.m to 12.10 a.m. While I studied the Qur’an at home or at the mosque, I studied other Islamic studies in the classroom, i.e. at madrasah hidayatul mubtadiin.

Between the ages of seven and thirteen, I studied at madrasah ibtidaiyah hidayatul mubtadiin.
 I not only learnt Islamic studies, but also ‘secular’ studies, such as mathematics, arts and others
. At the end of third grade, my father told me that it was time for me to tend his sheep in the garden. Consequently, from that time on I had to divide my time. I usually did my job from 1.00 p.m to 5.00 p.m, after studying at the  madrasah.

Although I have lived in Pulau Kijang
 for more than twenty years, my culture could not separated from the Javanese culture. As a result, I spoke Javanese  everyday, not the Malay language. I also knew more about Javanese ceremonies than Malay culture. As a result, my understanding of  Islam was influenced by Javanese culture. My father, Hajj Ihsan, liked to keep a ‘jimat’ or talisman in order to bring him luck, whereas in fact using a ‘jimat’ was not allowed by some modernist  Muslims since it was assumed to be musyrik or  polytheist.

Every Thursday night, I and my father joined  the people in the village reciting the Qur’an, especially the Yasin verse. My father was the leader of this activity. My father usually recited first, and was followed by other people. After reading the Yasin verse, we ate the cake given by the host. The host of this activity changed every week.  

After graduating from madarasah ibtidaiyah in 1995, I wanted to continue my study at the Gontor Islamic boarding school. When I asked permission from my father, he unfortunately refused. After that I cried for almost an entire day. Finally, he went on to study at madrasah tsanawiyah hidayatul mubtadiin, which is same institution as madarasah ibtidaiyah hidayatul mubtadiin. 

Basically, my father directed his sons and daughters to work in the garden rather than study at the madrasah. Sometimes, my father became angry when he saw that his sons and his daughters preferred reading a book to working in the garden or farm. One day, I was ordered by my father to go to the garden. I replied from my room “Yes, Dad.  I will go to the garden later”. My father waited   for a minute but I  did not go out from my room. My father came into my  room and saw that I was reading a book. He became angry and then threw my books out of the house.

Unlike my father, my mother understood me well. My mother always encouraged me to study everything. Because I liked reading very much, I always asked my mother to buy a book when she went to market. Although she did not have much money, she always bought a book for me. Sometimes, she asked her neighbours to lend her money just to buy  a book. My mother played a significant role in influencing my father’s thoughts about education.  

When I studied Islamic studies at madrasah aliyah (1998-2001), I did not feel satisfied with the topic and the content of the study. The topic was just a repetition of the topic at madarasah tsanawiyah.  However, I did not dare say this to my teachers.

At madrasah aliyah, I became bored of studying Islamic studies. I preferred studying English to Islamic studies. I had learnt English at madrasah aliyah from an unsatisfactory teacher so I studied mostly by myself at home. My teacher taught English using a dull, repetitive   method.

In 2001, after finishing my study at madarasah Aliyah,  I asked my father if I could  continue my study in Jakarta. My father gave me permission because of the influence of my mother. My father sold his cow to pay for my  travel expenses from Pulau Kijang to Jakarta.

I went on to study at Universitas Islam Negeri Syarif Hidayatullah Jakarta.  Before I studied at UIN Jakarta, I had applied to a ‘secular’ university, i.e. Universitas Negeri Jakarta and Universitas Negeri Yogyakarta, but I had not passed the examination.  

At UIN Jakarta, I studied at the English Department, Faculty of Education. I did not choose Islamic studies, as I wanted to learn English. I hoped that after graduating from the undergraduate programme at UIN Jakarta, I could continue to study at a ‘western’ university. Finally, after graduating from UIN Jakarta in July, 2006, my dream came true because I am now studying at Leiden University. In Leiden University, I want  to do research about ‘Islamic Education in Indonesia’.  
�The term of  parit is very common in his village, especially in Riau. In English, it can be defined as ditch. There are many ditches in Pulau Kijang, so Pulau Kijang is known  as ‘negeri seribu parit’ or the land of thousand ditches.


� Kiyai is the title for legal ulama in javanese society. It is not formal or academic title since it is given by society, not instituition. Actually, this title  is given for those who can read ‘kitab kuning’ or classical book and have ‘pesantren’ or islamic boarding school.


� Madrasah Ibtidaiyah is islamic basic school. 


� Secular studies are used to distinguish with islamic studies. Some muslim scholars do not agree with this term since they think that there is no dichotomy  between secular or western knowledge and islamic knowledge in Islam. In fact, however, many madrasahs in Indonesia have been using ‘pelajaran umum’ for secular studies and ‘pelajaran agama’ for islamic studies apparently.


� Pulau Kijang is  known as the malay island in Riau. 


� Imron’s father is linked to Nahdhatul Ulama (NU) , it is the biggest organization in Indonesia.Most of NU’s members are peasants or farmers. They are people-perhaps- whom Redfield designated as “folk”. Some modernists Muslim are linked to Muhammadiyah,-perhaps- whom Redfield designated as “ learned”. It is very common that there is a gap between Muhammadiyah and NU. So , it is not peculiar that his father disliked Muhammadiyah. 


� English was taught by reading, reading and reading. The teacher always wrote one or two paragraphs on blackboard, then students wrote in their paper. Thereafter, the teacher read each sentences followed by his students. Afterwards he translated into bahasa . Afterthat, he pointed some students to read the sentences personally until the time finished.





