AUTOBIOGRAPHY


I am an Indonesian MA student of Islamic studies at Leiden University. I am studying under the Training Indonesian Young Leaders Programme. I was born in Surabaya, the capital of East Java province and the second largest city in Indonesia. However, I grew up in Gresik, the district northwest of Surabaya. Gresik is well-known as ‘santri city’ and a religious place since two of the outstanding  ulemas, Maulana Malik Ibrahim – the first ulama of Wali Songo – and Maulana Ainul Yaqin – Sunan Giri, one of Wali Songo – made Gresik a centre and the basis of their dakwah in teaching Islam to the community. My parents were actually people from Gresik who worked in Surabaya. For the sake of their son’s religious education, they moved and brought me to Gresik, and then they worked as fish-farmers in a small village in Gresik, namely Palebon, a village in which the people or society are excellent at religious science rather than general science. Almost all of them are graduates from traditional Islamic educational institutions or pesantren. For the most part, they studied religious science rather than general science. This came about because they viewed religious science as being more valuable and important than general science. 


I started my education at the Islamic kindergarten, Raudhatul Athfal Mathlabul Ulum Palebon, in the village. I studied at this level for two years. My study focused on how to read and write Indonesian and Arabic letters. Afterwards, I continued to study at an Islamic elementary school, Madrasah Ibtidaiyah, in the same place. There I studied much more specific religious knowledge like the Arabic language, fiqh (Islamic jurisprudence and law), akhlak (moral or ethic), nahwu and sharaf (Arabic grammar), tajwid (al-Qur’an reading rules), tarikh (Islamic history) aqidah (theology) and many other subjects on Islam in conjunction with general knowledge like mathematics, Indonesian language and other natural and social sciences. After class, in the evening, I went to one of the village preacher’s homes to study  al-Qur’an reading. 


Unlike my two older brothers who continued their study at a traditional pesantren – with an informal educational system without a certificate – after finishing my study at the Islamic elementary school, my parents sent me to a semi-modern pesantren, with a formal educational system, for two main reasons:  to get a formal certificate which is very useful for continuing to study at university and so get better job, and to deepen and broaden my knowledge of  Islamic religious science. I studied at pesantren Mamba’us Sholihin in another village in Gresik, viz. Suci, Manyar. I studied both religious science and general science with a strong emphasis on the former. I also focused on improving my Arabic and English language skills as the lingua franca of daily conversation in the pesantren. I  studied at this pesantren for six years over two levels: 3 years for Junior High Madrasah (Madrsah Tsanawiyah) and 3 years for Senior High Madrasah (Madrasah Aliyah). When I was in class two of Madrasah Aliyah, I helped give a course on English language and led a discussion on religious science among Junior High Madrasah students or santri of the pesantren.


After my graduation from the pesantren, I did not directly continue my study at university. I went to Sumatra, an island outside Java in order to devote my education to the community. I taught Arabic, English language and religious science in two pesantrens, namely As-Salamah 45 and Wali Songo. Both are located in Sarolangun Jambi in the middle of Sumatra island. I spent two years there, the first year in pesantren As-Salamah 45 and the second year in pesantren Waali songo. Then  I continued my  study at university in 2000 . I studied at  the Syarif Hidayatullah State Islamic University Jakarta for 4 years at the Faculty of Tarbiyah and Teaching Sciences majoring in Islamic education. When I studied at the University, I did not fully depend on my parents. To fulfill my needs like living costs, housing, tuition fees, etc., I worked as a freelance Islamic religious instruction teacher in Madrasah Diniyah (religious school) Raudhatul Jannah in Kebayoran Lama, south Jakarta. After two years I did not teach any more, but fully focused on my study as I got scholarships from some foundations and companies such as Super Semar, International Women’s Clubs, and Indofood company. I graduated from university in 2004 with honours. As the best graduate scholar of the faculty of Tarbiyah and teaching sciences, I was appointed as assistant lecturer at the faculty. I have been assisting in lecturing on the development of modern thought in Islam  for two years. 


In addition, I have also been teaching Islamic religious instruction in a national school with an international outlook, SBI Madania which is characterized by Indonesian Muslim intellectuals as the new trend in Islamic educational institutions. Since I taught at  SBI Madania, I have been  concerned with   developing the quality of Islamic educational institutions, especially pesantren and madrasah. For this purpose, I along with my two friends in Madania, founded EFIF (Education for Indonesian Future) a centre for research and training in education. This foundation is now actively giving some educational training to some Islamic educational institution teachers in Jabodetabek (Jakarta, Bogor, Depok, Tangerang, and Bekasi) in order to develop the madrasah teachers’ skills and competencies in educating and teaching in their respective Islamic institutions. The materials given in the training are concerned with paradigm shift, multiple intelligences, brain-based learning, active learning, collaborative learning, learning how to learn, understanding ‘understanding’, classroom management, teaching methods, blooms taxonomy, motivating students, how to deal with teenagers, restitution, etc.


Now I am really interested in the contemporary development of Islamic educational institutions in Indonesia. I am focusing on how Islamic educational institutions develop their educational quality in response to modernization and globalization and how they can survive in this era. Another interest of mine is the integration of knowledge. I want to stress that there is no dichotomy in knowledge. Both religious science and general science are important and from one source, namely God. This concern is mainly due to the nature of society  .  







