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An archipelago stretching along the Equator which has peoples of various migrations, creating a diversity of religions, beliefs, cultures, ethnicities, and languages. That is my country, Indonesia. It has a capital city and the largest city of Indonesia, Jakarta, is located on the northwest coast of the island of Java, which is my ‘hometown’.

I was born into a Betawinese (an ethnic group and the native population of Jakarta)-moderate family. Although my family are Betawinese people,   I was born and grew up in Depok, Jawa Barat,   a plural community. I have lived in that village, which is now a small town in the suburbs of South Jakarta, since I was born on 19th December 1982.
MARIA ULFA. That is my name, influenced by an Indonesian Muslim women scholar who has the same name as  me, given by my parents in order to be a good Muslim. 

I graduated from the English Language & Letters Department, Faculty of Adab & Humanities, Syarif Hidayatullah State Islamic University (UIN) Jakarta, Indonesia in  late 2005. The institution   gave me an award as the best bachelor of the English Letters Department and as one of the best bachelors of Syarif Hidayatullah State Islamic University (UIN) Jakarta, at the 63rd Graduation Ceremony. The University  provides for the Islamic community, and also the plural community which is rich in schools of thought, ‘from the east to the west’. Under that institution and in the community, I not only studied letters but also Islamic studies, formally and ‘culturally’.

Since I was a bachelor’s student, I have been involved in some national and international Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs), some of them concerned with Islam, feminism, education, pluralism, democracy, conflict resolution and politics. 

Creator of Peace (CoP), a Women's Initiative of International Initiative of Change (IofC)—an International Network for Reconciliation and Peace based on multi-faith and a multi-cultural community— is one of NGOs that I work for in Indonesia.  The NGO that gave me the chance to do  reconciliation work in Uganda and Rwanda, East Africa, in the middle of 2005.

My dedication to education can be seen not only in my work in some local schools in villages, and in some social NGOs, but also as a member of the Central Education Institution of MAARIF, Central Board of Nahdlatul Ulama (PBNU), one of the biggest Muslim organizations in Indonesia.

In addition, I also work for the Centre for Human Resources Development (PPSDM) Syarif Hidayatullah State Islamic University (UIN) Jakarta and have become a contributor to one of the Islamic national magazines in Jakarta, Indonesia.
From all these plural environments, I have developed my interest in religion, especially my religion, Islam. My search has brought me into contact with many people from different backgrounds and various Islamic thoughts. I was greatly impressed by many Islamic scholars in Indonesia, who also inspired me   to do something for the people of the nation of Indonesia.

