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My name is Lilik Rofiqoh. The name was not given by my parents for it is customary in Javanese tradition to ask the elderly to name the first child in the family. It was my grandfather’s brother-in-law who named me "rofiqoh," which means “friend”. Before registering the name at the registry office, my uncle came up with the idea of adding "lilik" as my first name. Lilik was one of his classmates and she was a nice and smart girl. My  uncle hoped that his niece would be like her. Today, "Lilik" has become my friends’ preferred  way of addressing me. My relatives prefer to call me  "fiqoh", a shorter form of rofiqoh. I have no objection, however, to being called by either of the aforementioned nicknames.

I was born in Malang, a town where both my mother and father come from. My birthday is also my parents’ marriage day, 21st July 1981, so that they would never forget it. A week after my birth, my parents invited all their relatives and neighbours to attend selamatan, a ceremony held for my birthday, and named me afterwards.

A few years later my family moved to Jember, a small town in a rural area of East java. I spent my childhood,and attended  elementary and junior high school there. When  I was fifteen, I decided to pursue my study in an Islamic senior high school in Malang away from my  parents. After graduating from this institution, I took English letters and language as my major study in the State Islamic University of Malang (UIN Malang). It took four-and-a-half years for me to finish my study there. I  then took a teaching course at the University of Malang to get a teaching certificate.

Two months after getting the certificate, I  got a job as an English tutor for junior high students and taught them fun English. It was an after–school class, so the materials were games, songs and quizzes. I found it enjoyable. But then I chose to resign from this institution as I got another job that took up most of my time. It was as an assistant to an English lecturer for non–English department students. Besides that, I  also became a front–officer in the English language centre –a unit in UIN Malang which provides the students of the non–English department with English courses. I spent most of my time doing administration. At the same time, I was continuing to  think of a way of pursuing my study abroad.

 Finally, I applied for the scholarship offered by Leiden University and eventually I was accepted. Though my background of study is not Islamic studies, I  hope that by joining the programme I can broaden my knowledge of Islamic discourse. 
